Curricutum Vitae (updated March 2020)

W. Tecumseh Fitch, Ph.D.
Born Boston, Massachusetts, USA (1963) — US Citizen

Department of Behavioral and Cognitive Biology, tecumseh.fitch@univie.ac.at
Faculty of Life Sciences,

University of Vienna http://cogbio.univie.ac.at
14 Althanstrasse, A1090 Vienna, Austria +44 1334 462054 (voice)
http://cogbio.univie.ac.at +44 1334 463042 (fax)

Teaching/Professional Experience

Current Position: (2009 - present) Professor of Cognitive Biology, University of Vienna

Head of Department of Behavioral and Cognitive Biology

2003-2009: Senior Lecturer and Reader, School of Psychology, University of St. Andrews

Dec 2005- Mar 2006: Leibniz Professor, & Visiting Scholar, Max Planck Institute EVA, Leipzig.
2002-2003: Fellow, European Institute for Advanced Study, Berlin, Germany.

1999-2002: Lecturer, Harvard University: Dept of Biology & Dept. of Psychology

Graduate Teaching Assistant & Lecturer, Brown University (1989-1994)

Education:

Postdoctoral Fellow, Harvard/MIT Speech & Hearing Science Program, (1996-1999)
Ph.D., Cognitive and Linguistic Sciences, Brown University, (1989-1994)
B.A. with honors, Biology, Brown University, (1981 -1986)

Selected Academic Honors and Service

Honors/Prizes:

Best Article Award 2017: Psychonomic Society: Clifford T. Morgan Best Article Award.
Fellow of the Association for Psychological Science (elected Dec 2018)

ERC Advanced Grant Awardee: Sept 2009-2014 (European Research Council)

Honorary Professor, University of St Andrews Psychology Dept (2009-2013)

Leibniz Professorship (Visiting Professorship, University of Leipzig) - Oct 2005- Mar 2006
Invited Fellow, European Advanced Studies Institute, Betlin, Germany (2002-2003)

James F. Kidwell Prize in Population Biology, Brown University. May 1986.

Invited Presentations (small selection)

The Kanizsa Lecture: "The Biology of Speech" (Trieste Nov 2016)

Keynote Address: “Animal cognition” International Convention of Psychological Science/American Psychological
Society (Vienna; 23 March 2017)

Distinguished Lecturer 2106: "BioMusicology..." (McGill University, Montreal Dec 2016)

Plenary Lecture: ASAB (Assoc. Study Animal Behaviour) Annual Meeting (Prague July 2014)

Keynote Presentation: International Conference on Linguistics (Geneva July 2013)

Keynote Address: Voice Foundation 40% Symposium (Philadelphia 2 June 2011)

Opening Plenary: German Primatological Society Meeting (Hannover; 24 Feb 2009)

Inaugural Lecture: Congress of the Confederation of the European ORL-HNS Barcelona 2011

The Kennedy Lecture: "The evolution of language" (Ohio University, US, Jan, 2004)

Keynote Address: Intl. Conference on Spoken Language Processing Denver, Colorado 2002

Peer Review (selection)

Editorial Board Member: Current: Psychonomic Bulletin & Review, Biolinguistics; Journal of Language
Evolution, Music and Science; Previous: Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society; Journal of
Experimental Psychology, General.

Special Issue Editor: Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society (2012), Current Opinion in
Neurobiology (2014), Psychonomic Bulletin & Review (2016)

ERC Panel Member (SH4: Advanced Grants: 2009-2013; Consolidator: 2015-2017)

Jury Member: Volkswagen Stiftung "Freigeist" Fellowships (2014 - 2018)



Advisory Board Member: Oxford Studies in Biolinguistics
Funding Profile (top five grants)

Austrian FWF DK “Cognition & Communication 2” 2017-2021 €2.4 million (PI)

ERC Advanced Grant “SOMACCA?”: 2009-2014, €2 million (PI, European Research Council)

Austrian Govt.: Research Station Haidlhof: “Cognition” (2014-2017) €1.2 million (Austrian Ministry
of Science/HRSM)

EU Grant “CHLASC” (2005-2008) €1.5 million (co-applicant; European Union FP7)

NIH Post-doctoral Fellowship (1996-1999) $130K (US National Institutes of Health)

Other Activities

Fitch has lectured to popular audiences on animal communication and on the evolution of music and
language in many different venues (e.g. Museum lectures, Utah primary school students: invited lecturer on
Evolution of Language to The Waterford School (Grade and High-School, Salt Lake City, Utah USA -
April 9 2008). He has debated Creationists about evolution in several venues (most recently in a British
Parliamentary style debate at the University of St Andrews Debating Society).

He has also written popular articles on science accessible to the wider public, e.g. New Scientist article:
"How Language Evolved: Putting it to the test," New Scientist 2010

He has served as scientific advisor for two major museum exhibitions: Human Origins Museum
Exhibition (American Museum of Natural History, New York, NY, USA) and BioMusic Museum
Exhibition Funded by NSF, $5.5 million US

Fitch’s work has been featured in many newspapers and magazines including the New York Times, the
Guardian, Science News, New Scientists, Der Spiegel, Le Monde, The New Yorker, Discover, Natural
History and on international broadcast media including the BBC nightly news, National Public Radio,
Radio 3 Italia, and the Norwegian Broadcast Company.

Two full-length documentaries featuring his research have appeared on Danish and German television, and

his research has been featured in many other documentaries, e.g. a full episode of the recent BBC
Documentary “Why We Talk”.

Publications

> 220 Publications total; h-index = 62; citations > 23,362; i10 index = 154 (Google Scholar)
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Fitch, W. T. (2002). "Primate vocal production and its implications for auditory research," in Primate Audition:
Ethology and Neurobiology, edited by A. A. Ghazanfar (CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL), pp. 87-108.
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Fitch, W. T. (2010). "Bats learn a new tune," in Nature Research Highlights, edited by Nature.
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