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The ECPM Course

• Postgraduate Educational Programme in Pharmaceutical 
Medicine

• Established in 1991
• In a partnership between Universities, pharma & biotech 

industries and regulatory authorities
• Since 2008 part of a training platform offering a Master of 

Advanced Studies in Drug Development Sciences MDDS
• Since 2008 partner in the EFCPM (European Federation 

of Courses in Pharm. Medicine) Consortium of IMI 
(Innovative Medicines Initiative EU & EFPIA) project
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Base Course
• 24 teaching days, 6 modules incl. preparational work
• International Teaching Faculty comprising 130 experts
• Eligibility Criteria: University Degreee, i.e. MDs, PhDs 

such as Pharmacists, Biologists, Chemists, Statisticians, 
Medical Writers a.o.

• Participants: Representing 26 different countries of orgin, 
90% European, including Switzerland, USA, China, 
Japan, Australia

• Over 1‘100 participants in 17 years
• Title: Postgraduate University diploma
• 30 ECTS points
• Basis to apply for a specialist title or to continue training 

for postgraduate master title
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Molecule to 
Marketplace

B1
Global Drug 

Development and 
Pharmaceutical Bu-
siness Environment

C10
CMC/GMP

C8
Pharmacology
ADME, PK/PDC7

Pathophys.-Based
Pharmacology

Masterthesis

C11
Pharmaceutical
Technologies

C9
Drug Safety /
Surveillance

D13
Pharmaco-

epidemiology

E31
Medicinal Chemistry

E24
Communication

E25
Scientific Medical

Writing

E22
ECPM interactive

E-learning
(learntechnet)

C12
Practice of Clinical
Trials & Regulation

D16
Euorpean Course for

BioBusiness De-
velopment

D14
Health Economics

D15
European Course
for Life Sciences 
Exe.Leadership

E28
Partner Programmes

in Washington DC, San 
Francisco (Tokyo

and Beijing)

E32
Electives at 

Pharmacenter, other 
Universities

E23
Disease Area

Internship

E33
Additional Electives

by EUFEPS
E34

Additional Electives
by IFAPP

E27
Bioethics

E26
Principles of Marketing

Management

E35
Additional Electives

by DIA Europe

B2
From Preclinical
Testing to Proof

of Concept in 
Humans

B3
Learning and 

Confirming Trials:  
Finding and Confir-

rming the Right 
Dose

B6
Integrated Product
Development, Port-
folio Management 

and Marketing

B4
Confirming

Trials: 
Methodology and 

Biostatistics

B5
The Global 

Registration and 
Market Approval

Process

ELECTIVE
MODULES
e.g. CPD

BASE
COURSE
MODULES 
e.g. ECPM

+ MASTER
MODULES
e.g. MDDS

E21
Frontiers in Drug

Development
WS Series

Master of Advanced Studies (MAS) in 
Drug Development Sciences, MDDS
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ECPM Base Course Modules
• B1: Global Drug Development and Pharmaceutical 

Business Environment
• B2: From Preclinical Testing to Proof of Concept in 

Humans
• B3: Learning and Confirming Trials: Finding and 

Confirming the Right Dose
• B4: Confirming Trials: Methodology and Biostatistics
• B5: Global Registration and Approval Process
• B6: Integrated Product Development, Portfolio 

Management and Marketing
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MDDS Master Modules
• C7: Pathophysiology-Based Pharmacology
• C8: Preclinical Drug Development: Focus on ADME and

Safety, PK/PD, Simulation and Modelling 
• C9: Drug Safety and Pharmacovigilance
• C10: Quality Assurance and Quality Management
• C11: Pharmaceutical Technologies and Production 
• C12: Practice of Clinical Trials and Regulations
• C13: Pharmacoepidemiology (co-org. with DIA Europe) 
• C14: Health Economics 
• C15: European Course for Life Sciences Executives
• C16: Ethical Issues in Biomedical Research 
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Hybrid Learning

• Support of face to face teaching
• Focussing the on-site events
• Self study and preparation of course material
• Better availability of teachers and participants
• Group work between the course modules

Combination of 
on site learning and e-learning elements
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1. Phase
Computerbased Learning

Webbased Learning Tools

Hybrid Learning / Web2

2. Phase

3. Phase

ECPM Learning History

1996 Rido - Finding the Right Dose – Computer
Based Training Program

2006 Establishing Learning Platform with LMS
(Olat), Enterprise Wiki and CMS Website

2007 Recording of  presentations, transformation
together with slides synchronised electronic format

2007 Concept of Hybrid Learning
2008 Development of first hybrid case study
2009 Establishing hybrid seminaires and modules
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ECPM eLearning: First step

Website & interactive System (OLAT)
• Download Presentations
• Material for case studies
• Self assessment tests
• MCQ-tests
• Movies of selected presentations
• Glossary
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Website / CMS
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Download presentations
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MCQ-tests
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Movies
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ECPM eLearning: Second Step

• ECPM Portal
• Courses and modules
• ECPM Enterprise Wiki / Web2
• Hybrid and Online-Workshops
• Hybrid and Online-Modules
• Webinars
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Hybrid Learning Tools

• Case studies
• Library
• Cinematheque
• ECPM Wiki
• Forum

• Interactive content
• Presentations
• Recorded lectures
• Self assessment
• Quiz
• Tests
• Ebooks
• Podcasts
• ECPM Player

• Webinares
• Net-events
• Video-conferences

• ECPM course
• Workshops
• Seminares
• Trainings
• Examinations

Self studyOn demandVirtual eventsOn site events
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Structure of ECPM eLearning

External            Interface Definition to other Systems                Internal

Administration

User data

Course data

Content
managament

Learning objects

Meta data

Data base

Evaluation

Institutions

Courses

User

Administration

Personalisation

Tools

Communication

Courses

Learning Environment

Tests

Tasks

Learning objects

Interface design

Authoring
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Functions

XBookmarks, calenderPersonalisation

x(x)Working groups, whiteboards, shared
documents

Cooperation
functions

X(x)Synchronal functions (chats, audio, video-
conferences,  webinars), asynchronous
functions (forum or email, posts)

Communication
functions

xRights for tutors, participants, access to 
courses and content

Roles and rights

xApplication, forming working groups, invitation
to workshops

Participants
administration

xContent management, definition of filters and 
and schedules

Course
administration

xContent generating, MCQ-tests, presentationsAuthoring tools
UserAdminSupported ActivitiesFunction
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Technology
• CMS and Database based on Java (Magnolia) and php (typo3) 
• Image oriented navigation based on flash
• LMS Learning Management Systems in Java (OLAT) and php

(Trainonline) with SCORM / SCORM2 interface
• Development tools for efficient e-learning modules and microsites

with Powerpoint functions, based on xml standards
• Player to show presentations: real film and slide texts on one surface

with search functions
• Enterprise WIKI Software for communication and cooperation

functions
• Library in different formats up to podcasts
• On demand functions, glossary, libraries
• Server for Terabyte Traffic
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Forecast

• EFCPM – European Federation of 
Courses in Pharmaceutical Medicine

• Comparable overview of courses
• Modular system of courses, that can

be chosen at different Universities
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Thank you for your attention!

www.ecpm.ch
www.efcpm.org

annette.mollet@unibas.ch


