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Motivated reasoning

Purpose

This seminar serves to discuss “motivated reasoning” from various perspectives in philosophy and
economics. The basic idea behind motivated reasoning is (in the words of Epley and Gilovich, JEP
2016) that “People generally reason their way to conclusions they favor, with their preferences
influencing the way evidence is gathered, arguments are processed, and memories of past experience
are recalled. Each of these processes can be affected in subtle ways by people’s motivations, leading
to biased beliefs that feel objective”. The course addresses theoretical arguments and empirical
evidence related to this claim and discusses potential practical implications for choices in the
economic, political, and social sphere.

Requirements
A maximum of 15 students can be admitted.

1. Each student chooses a paper and presents (max 15 min.) it as scheduled (in the first session
on March 11 — participation is required). Hand in your presentation and the questions
intended to guide the discussion by the Sunday preceding your presentation the latest.

2. Each student provides a statement or questions for discussion in writing (max. 1 page) to at
least 3 papers presented by other students. Deadline: Sunday before the respective seminar
(best 3 count for grading).

3. Students actively participate in classroom discussion (must not miss more than 2 meetings).

Grading

20% presentation, 60% written comments and questions, 20% active participation.

Date Topic

11.3. Organization / introduction

18.3. [1] Mele: Motivated belief and agency

25.3. [2] Peels: Believing at will is possible

1.4. [3] Paul: Doxastic self-control

8.4. [4] Rinard: Believing for practical reasons

15.4. easter break

22.4. easter break

29.4. [5] Roeber: Evidence, judgment, and belief at will
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https://uspace.univie.ac.at/web/lehre/lehrveranstaltungdetail?lehrveranstaltungId=986533.28
https://uspace.univie.ac.at/web/lehre/rauminfo/raumdetails/-/raumdetails/11582
https://philpapers.org/rec/MELMBA
https://philpapers.org/rec/PEEBAW
https://philpapers.org/rec/PAUDS-2
https://philpapers.org/rec/RINBFP
https://philpapers.org/rec/ROEEJA

6.5.

13.5.
20.5.
27.5.
3.6.

10.6.
17.6.
24.6.

[6] Townsend: Staying true with the help of others

[7] Bénabou and Tirole: Mindful economics

[8] Cefala et al.: Sorting fact from fiction (unpublished Working Paper)

[9] Celniker and Ditto: Of preferences and priors

[10] Hagenbach and Saucet: Motivated skepticism

[11] Zimmermann: The dynamics of motivated beliefs

[12] Schwardmann et al: Self-persuasion: Evidence from field experiments
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