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HOME Why does nails scratched across a chalkboard bother us so much?

German and Austrian scientists examine the
physiological effects of nails on a blackboard to try to

Germany . . . “
World figure out what it is that gives us the creeps. 1 f :
or w2 _——
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Environment & Development - The German y of Life
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vid Our first story today is actually physically difficult for me to talk about...because it revolves
1aeo around the one sound that just drives me batty:
Audio
Picture Gallery Long fingernails raking their way across a blackboard.

But did you know there is a whole area of science—it’s called psychoacoustics—that

Learning German investigates why certain sounds are so lovely, and others so horrible to the human ear? Watch and listen
Deutsch unterrichten Its applications include designing better hearing aids or concert halls. There are some Explore new content daily in
psychoacoustic inquires that arise from simple curiosity. Such as this one: why does the DW's multimedia archive.

German XXL
Community D

sound of nails on a blackboard make people almost universally uncomfortable, across
cultures and across race? RESEARCH

In a study publicly presented just last month, scientists at the University of Vienna and the

What's On? Macromedia University for Media and Communication, Cologne, have tried to answer this ’ - w
Program Guide question by recruiting more than a hundred test subjects and studying their reactions to - future now ~
Programs this much-malighed sound - by playing it to them again and again. This, alongside digitally- - - —
Video on Demand manipulated variations—nails on chalkboard at higher pitch, nails on chalkboard at lower v . - |

pitch, and so on—to isolate the exact qualities that make it so grating.
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Report: Sruthi Pinnamaneni, Vienna The future is closer than

you think: look at the

What's On? research that will change
Spectrum SEND » PRINT » our lives.

Auidio on Demand

oJalclg gl ol el islsl e MEIRIORYETES[6]g  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API New hot app: Facebook Albums To PDF pdfcrowd.com


http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,4703,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,3126,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,9101,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,12680,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,4756,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,9103,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,4757,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,9102,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,9035,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,12376,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,2233,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,2547,00.html
http://mediacenter.dw-world.de/english/pictures/
http://mediacenter.dw-world.de/english/audio/
http://mediacenter.dw-world.de/english/video/
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,8171,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,1441,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,11798,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,12526,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,1431,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,1429,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,1432,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,266,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,9222,00.html
javascript:popup('/popups/popup_sitemape/0,,3126,00.html','Sitemap',630,630)
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,9221,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,12035,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,9220,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,8120,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,3303,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,3293,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,3325,00.html
http://futurenow.dw-world.de/english/
http://futurenow.dw-world.de/english/
http://mediacenter.dw-world.de/
http://mediacenter.dw-world.de/
http://mediacenter.dw-world.de/
http://mediacenter.dw-world.de/english/live/#!/media=video&broadcast=Europa
http://www.dw-world.de/popups/popup_printcontent/0,,6681243,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/popups/popup_sendcontent/0,,6681243,00.html
http://www.dw-world.de/DWelle_WSSearch/dynamic/globalsearch.seam?id=266
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,266,00.html
http://www.albumstopdf.com/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dw-world.de%2fdw%2farticle%2f0%2c%2c6681243%2c00.html&id=ma-120122175532-84aabcf3
http://pdfcrowd.com

Learning by Ear Share this article

l. E F ﬂ w What is Social Bookmarking?
Reception
Reader Response AUDIOS AND VIDEOS ON THE TOPIC
Newsletters 4 Why does nails scratched across a chalkboard bother us so much?
Web Tools and Services
Podcasting FEEDBACK
Mobile ¥ Send us an e-mail. Please include your name and country in your reply.

MORE TOPICS ON THE PROGRAM

» Swiss researchers teach flying robots how to flock
Lausanne engineers build small drones that can flock together by communicating via WiFi.
Researchers hope the robots could have military and rescue applications.

¥» Hamburg data center crunches climate change numbers
German Climate Computing Center does a lot of the heavy-lifting for climate scientists.

¥» London taxi drivers offer window into human brain's flexibility
UK researchers have shown that cab drivers who learn the layout of the capital city - 'the
Knowledge' - exhibit growth in the brain, challenging the notion that children are the only ones
with 'plastic' minds.

#» EU vows to help online dissidents speak out

The European Union has unveiled a strategy called 'No-Disconnect' to help online activists living
under oppressive regimes get their message out without fear of state surveillance.
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