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	A YEAR IN THE USA
	TASK 4


1. Read the following texts about various special days in the USA. 

2. Then write the answers to the questions into your exercise book in full sentences. Always write the question first and then the answer!
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	EIN JAHR IN DEN USA
	ARBEITSAUFTRAG 4


1. Lies den folgenden Text über verschiedene spezielle Tage in den USA. 

2. Beantworte dann die Fragen in ganzen Sätzen, schreibe die Antworten in dein Geografieheft. Du sollst immer Frage und Antwort in dein Heft schreiben.

	4
	A YEAR IN THE USA
	INFORMATION SHEET 4


March 17th – St. Patrick’s Day

[image: image1.wmf]St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. Saint Patrick’s Day is very popular in cities where there are many Irish Americans (people who originally come from Ireland). Green is the national color of Ireland. So some bars sell green beer on this day. People wear green clothes and everything is decorated in green.

Last Monday in May – Memorial Day

Americans remember people who have died in wars on this day. Many people remember their dead friends and relatives on this day, too.

June 14th – Flag Day

The flag of the USA is called ‘Stars and Stripes’. On June 14th, 1777 the ‘Stars and Stripes’ became the official flag of the USA. Flag Day was first celebrated in 1877. It was the one-hundredth anniversary of the flag. Many people in the US display flags on this day. The 13 stars represent the 13 states that declared their independence from England. The 50 stripes represent all the states of the USA.

July 4th – Independence Day

[image: image2.wmf]
On the 4th of July 1776, the United States declared their independence from England. This day was the beginning of a new nation. Nowadays families and friends celebrate this day. Every town and city has parades, games and sports. There are picnics and barbecues everywhere. In the evening there are big firework displays.

First Monday of September – Labor Day

On this day workers rest. It is celebrated with parades of the labor union. It also marks the end of summer and the beginning of the school year.

Second Monday in October – Columbus Day

In 1492 Columbus sailed across the Atlantic Ocean. He discovered America. On this day people display flags to honor the man who discovered their country.

October 31st – Halloween
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On this day children dress up in different costumes. They go from door to door in their neighborhood to collect sweets and shout ‘Trick or Treat!’ A popular tradition is to cut the shape of a face in a pumpkin and put a light inside. This is called a Jack-o-lantern.

Last Thursday in November - Thanksgiving

[image: image4.wmf]
A group of pilgrims arrived in America in 1620. They had a very hard first year – a lot of people died of hunger and cold. So in the fall of 1621, the surviving pilgrims had a big party for three days to celebrate the good harvest and to thank the Native Americans who had helped them. Today, people still eat turkey, sweet potatoes, corn and pumpkin pie for Thanksgiving dinner. It is now a celebration of family reunion.

December 24th – Christmas Eve

[image: image5.wmf]The evening before Christmas Day is called Christmas Eve (24th of December). On Christmas Eve many people go to church and sing Christmas carols. The president gives his Christmas speech on TV. Children wait for Santa Claus to come to their house in the night and leave presents for them.

December 25th – Christmas Day

This is the biggest holiday of the year. Many people, especially children, enjoy it the most. There are Christmas trees in the houses. The houses are all decorated, some in a very flashy way. On Christmas Day people open their presents and then they prepare a traditional dinner of turkey or ham with vegetables, salads and desserts. Christmas dinner is eaten late in the afternoon. During the day many families spend time together.




December 31st – New Year’s Eve

[image: image6.wmf]
On New Year’s Eve people celebrate the end of the old year and the beginning of the new one. Many people go to private parties, others go to large public celebrations. 

Thousands of people gather in Time Square in New York every year. As in all English-speaking countries, people sing the old Scottish Song ‘Auld Lang Syne’ at midnight.

QUESTIONS

1) On which day can you even get green beer?

2) a) On which day do the Americans celebrate their flag?

    b) What is the name of the flag? What does it represent?

3) What is celebrated on the 4th of July?

4) On which day can you hear children say ‘Trick or Treat’?

5) What do Americans have for Thanksgiving dinner?

6) On which day does the president give a speech?

7) On which day do American children get their Christmas presents?

8) On which day and at which time do Americans sing ‘Auld Lang Syne’?
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	A YEAR IN THE USA
	ANSWER KEY 4


1) On which day can you even get green beer?

You can get green beer on St. Patrick’s Day, which is on the 17th of March.

2) a) On which day do the Americans celebrate their flag?

The Americans celebrate their flag on the 14th of June.

    b) What is the name of the flag? What does it represent?

The flag is called ‘Stars and Stripes’. The stars represent the 13 states, which declared their independence. The stripes represent all the states of the USA.

3) What is celebrated on the 4th of July?

The Americans celebrate the declaration of independence on this day.

4) On which day can you hear children say ‘Trick or Treat’?

You can hear this on the 31st of October. This day is Halloween.

5) What do Americans have for their Thanksgiving dinner?

They have turkey, sweet potatoes, corn and pumpkin pie.

6) On which day does the president give a speech?

The president gives a speech on the 24th of December, which is Christmas Eve.

7) On which day do American children get their Christmas presents?

American children open their presents on Christmas Day, which is the 25th of December.

8) On which day and at which time do Americans sing ‘Auld Lang Syne’?

They sing it on New Year’s Eve at midnight.
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	A YEAR IN THE USA
	VOCABULARY 4


- Saint = a holy person = Heilige(r) (Sankt)

- popular = bekannt, beliebt

- Irish Americans = Americans who come from Ireland originally = AmerikanerInnen mit irischer Abstammung

- relatives = people who are close family members = Verwandte

- remember = to think of = (sich) erinnern an

- flag = Flagge

- to declare = to announce = erklären/verkünden

- independence = Unabhängigkeit

- display = to show = zeigen/aufhängen

- fireworks = Feuerwerk

- to rest = to make a break = rasten/ausruhen

- to honor = ehren

- to discover = entdecken

- pumpkin = Kürbis

- Thanksgiving = Erntedankfest

- to survive = to stay alive = überleben

- turkey = Truthahn

- sweet potatoes = Süßkartoffeln

- corn = Mais

- pumpkin pie = Kürbis-Kuchen

- to get together = to meet = sich treffen/zusammenkommen

- similar = almost the same = ähnlich/gleich

- Christmas carol = Weihnachtslied

- holiday = Feiertag

- public celebrations = öffentliche Feiern/öffentliche Veranstaltungen

- to gather = to meet = versammeln




























