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Andreas Kamlah 1977  
on Reichenbach and Non-Cognitivism 

„Reichenbach‘s non-cognitivist ethics can be traced back to 
his youth in the German Youth Movement, therefore it is by 
no means a result of his logical empiricism.“ 
(S. 480) 
• Non-cognitivism is a result of the German YM 
• BUT: Logical Empiricism and non-cognitivism 

are two different things 
• AND: Non-cognitivism is untenable after all 

(rather, the moral realism of the Frankfurt 
School is a more plausible conception) 
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Today 

• New archival findings (Carnap): 
– Politische Rundbriefe 1918, Le Seur 1916, 1911 lecture 
– Diaries and Readinglists 
– Documents on Buchenbach 1920 and Erlangen 1923 

• Examination of the relevant literature on the 
German YM, writings by Wyneken, Freyer, etc. 

• New systematic insights 
– LE and NC are not separate from but are partly the 

results of the German YM 
– NC is more plausible than traditional realist meta-

ethical conceptions 
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Simmel: the individual law 
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Das Individuelle Gesetz, Logos, 1913 



• There is something external that determines 
values 

• Though values depend on the subject and 
probably even on the historical context … 

• … we are by no means free to choose our 
values 
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Reason, 
Spirit, Life, 

Culture 
determine Values 

Kant 
Hegel 
Cohen 
Simmel 
Rickert 
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(S. 12f) 

(S. 13) 



• We do not blindly trust our cultural heritage 
• Rather we trust :  

– Our own responsibility … 
– … which is rooted in the life of society  

• Thus, the Meißner Formula leads to a 
combination of the notion of responsibility 
and self-trust on the one hand and ethics as a 
joint work of society on the other hand 

06/25/2016 HOPOS - Carnap, Reichenbach, Freyer 8 

Subject determines Values 

JB: 
Wyneken 
Reichenbach 
Freyer 
Carnap 
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(1913) 

(ebd.) 
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(1951) 
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(S. 295) 



Democratic Non-Cognitivism 

• Non-cognitivism is not necessarily democratic 
• But the acceptance of non-cogntivism 

enforces us to develop any strategy to deal 
with deviant value systems  
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Ayer − We might simply ignore them 
− We might try to take them as 

seriously as possible 
− We might adopt a totalitarian 

policy 

Reichenbach, Carnap 

Freyer 
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1931 

(Kant-Studien 35, 1930, 99-114) 
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State S, which is 
based on a closed 
system of values V 

The State, according to Freyer and Schmitt: 

(1) Become educated 
or neutralized 

(2) Destroy the state 
and establish a new one 

Enemy State S‘, which is 
based on a conflicting closed 

system of value V‘ 

Prepare for a war/ 
Go for a war 

The fittest survives 
(and cultural progress takes place) 

Friends of the state: 

S1, accepts V and S 

S2, accepts V and S 

S3, accepts V and S 

Enemies of the state: 

S4, opposes V or S 

S5, opposes V or S 

S6, opposes V or S 
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Carnap (= Kernberger), Oktober 1918 

(Natur und Geist 2, 1934, S. 257-260) 

In: Factors Determining Human Behavior, 1937, 107-118 
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(S. 83) 
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A State S, which is based on an 
open system of values V, 

whose only aim is to realize 
the ultmate aim:  

Well-being and 
development of the 

individual  

State S‘, which is commited to 
values V‘ being compatible with 

the ultimate aim 

The State, according to Carnap and Reichenbach: 

Cultural and 
economical 
progress 

S1, accepts V 

S2, accepts V 

S3, accepts V 

S4, accepts V‘ 

S5, accepts V‘ 

S6, accepts V‘ 

Discussion 
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Become 
educated or 
neutralized 

Disestablish the 
Freyerian state and 

establish a Carnapian 
one 

War, with the purpose 
of self-defense and/or 
destruction of the 
Freyerian State 

Democracy is able to deal with a Freyerian policy 

Freyerian State S, being 
based on a closed 
system of values V 

Carnapian State S‘, being based 
on an open system of values 

whose only purpose is the well-
being and the development of 

the individual 

Friends of the state: 

S1, accepts V and S  

S2, accepts V and S 

S3, accepts V and S 

Enemies of the state: 

S4, opposes V or S 

S5, opposes V or S 

S6, opposes V or S 
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• For Carnap and Reichenbach values are by no means a 
question of taste 

• Even a non-cognitivist can (and should) commit herself 
to certain non-negotiable values 

• The non-cognitivist is just suspicious of philosophers 
who want to add metaphysical proofs to their non-
negotiable values (= useless metaphysical ornament) 
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Frankfurt/Main, 1994 

Non-Kognitivismus 
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