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SCHEDULE FOR THE WS 2011 SEMINAR
 „GLOBAL TRENDS – GLOBAL GOVERNANCE”
October 18th
Administrative matters; 

Complete list of participants (fill in  family name surname, registration number, and E- Mail address)
Didactic purpose of the seminar

Why English

Grading of the participants; the participation

The two short “homeworks” that will be assigned 

The seminar papers

At this first session I will distribute a list of topics the papers should address. You should select one of these; and with it the date for your oral presentation. The first of these presentations will be made at our third session on November8th. Special credit will be given to the one, the ones  who shoulder the task of such an early assignment. Let me know at this session, or in between per E- Mail () but by the end of the next session ( (October 25th ) at the latest,  which of the topics you have chosen.
How to go about writing the paper

Formal structure of the paper 
Citations and footnotes

Plagiarism – useless and dangerous

Oral presentations ( Power – Point )
Sources to consult for issues dealt with at the seminar

The recommended “information – diet” of a political scientist

If  Political Science is a science – what is the nature of this “science”

The interplay of theories and data

Presentation of a global trend to be analyzed as an example

My readiness to also tutor  the masters thesis

A group exercise: participant separate into two groups, each of which will argue opposing interpretations of  world poverty: 1) the wealth of the rich countries is cause of the situation of poor countries. 2) poverty is indigenous. It reflects  the absence of development. In principle every state could develop.
October 25th
As mentioned at the first session – this will bee your last opportunity to select the topic for your seminar paper by choosing from the list below( starting with November 8th ).  Should the dates chosen for these presentations be distributed  too unequally, I will have to correct this distribution and assign these dates
                                                  +++++
POWERPOINT  PRESENTATIONS BY THE LECTURER;  PROVIDING AN OVERVIEW OVER THE  - VAST – ARRAY OF ISSUES THAT WILL BE DEALT WITH (a online version of this presentation is available at : http://(homepage.univie.ac.at/t.nowotny
TOPICS  FOR PRESENTATIONS AND PAPERS TO BE CHOSEN FROM THE SUBSEQUENT LIST

November 8th
Trends and the tool – kit of political science

Shape of trends: linear, geometric, S- shaped . Interruption of trends:  flips, reversals, collapse of the system. Chaos theory and trends 
Long term economic trends; over millennia; over centuries; since 1950

Economic development by world – regions and by type of states. The “flying goose pattern” of economic development.
How economic trends affect the distribution of “power” (whatever that is). The rise of the “emerging countries”    

NOEL MIKAEL
The economic future of countries wealthy already

Factors driving / underlying economic development and growth: What empirical evidence for various theories.
Global demographic trends; over the millennia; over the last two centuries; since the 1970ies; projections up to the 2060
Demographic trends by world regions, Assuming the prominence/power of states being the product of population times wealth – how will present relations shift over the next 50 years

The falling fertility rate and what we may assume about the future fertility rates. 
Feminization the trend towards female empowerment and its consequences
Whitney Kathrin ISAACS

Demographic trends within Europe 

Economic, social, political  consequences of  different stages along the S- shaped  curve of demography; in particular: global migratory flows

November 15th

Urbanization :  rural/ urban shift; costs and benefits of urbanization

Energy-  the most basic of all material inputs. Present use of energy; per capita; per unit of GDP; per region of the world. 

BOHN DOMINIK
Past long term trends in the consumption and the price of energy – will those trends continue?

The future of coal, oil and gas.  The global politics of oil and gas. Pipelines
 “Petro – states”- the curse of “point resources”
Alternative sources of energy including  nuclear power. Energy saving / energy efficiency; scope and prospects

Industrial raw materials: long term trends in production, consumption  and prices. The “de- materialization” of the economy 
A critical evaluation of the predictions made in the Seventies by the “Club of Rome”  and repeated up to this day still
International regimes/ institutions for dealing with the market for a ) energy; b) industrial raw materials. Economic and political response to resource scarcity. 
November 22nd
Agricultural production; per capita; per hectare. Developments in inputs and outputs. Past and likely future  trends. Has there been a trend – break in the 80ies? Food scarcity a serious issue or not? 
The “green revolution”  -  history and prospects
Water; consumption and  availability; prospects under the auspices of global warming; of urbanization and population growth; and of an intensification of agricultural production. “Water stress”; desertification  

Overfishing: data; countermeasures; regimes
The facts, consequences and politics of global warming. The calculations and predictions of the Intergovernmental  Panel on Climate Change. Margins of incertitude; effects on the various regions of the world . 
UDE JASMIN

Whereto after the failure of Copenhagen? Diverging interests seemingly irreconcilable
Austria and the Kyoto goals; the political process in Austria; Austria’s negotiating position  in the EU

Emissions and rising wealth. Solid and liquid waste. Shrinking bio – diversity. Other negative environmental consequences of rising wealth. The political response. The “Environmental Kuznets Curve”

Intergovernmental  and other institutions; plus non – governmental organizations   dealing on a more than national level with environmental / ecological issues. The role of private business. Examples of successful endeavors 

 “HOMEWORK”  TILL NEXT SESSION ON NOVEMBER 29th
Please write a one page summary on one of the topics contained in the above list for the first two session by using original sources for your arguments. Hand in this paper at the beginning of the next session

November 29h
Handing in the one page paper you had written in the previous week
Correlating positive and negative phenomena with rising wealth ( eg positive: less violence; negative: less commonality ). The “economization” of social/political life. The shrinking of the “third sector” of economic activity. Competitive consumption replacing the covering of quasi – biological needs 
Inequality within states: Does the “Kuznets theorem” still hold for the wealthy states? Recent development in wealthy and in poor countries.

Inequality as it affects the  quality of private and social life, politics and the economy 

HERWIG MEYER

The effects of never ending change: insecurity; loss of identity; loss of commonality and of public space, invasion of privacy. Correlation between “Happiness” and per capita GNI
Does growing wealth bring growing “autonomy”  and how to define “autonomy” given the social character of human beings and the inevitable interdependence in the world. “Social Capital” created or destroyed by growing wealth and more intensive fight for status and for “positional goods”?. Clues from  the “World Value Survey”  and from similar sources
The notion of “progress” - and how would one measure it? GDP and GNI – history and shortcomings. Other indices for measuring well being and “progress” ( eg “Human Development Report”; index for “sustainability” etc ). The “gross national happiness” index. The most comprehensive overview on that issue as provided by the “Stiglitz – Sen - Filoussi” Report to the French President. 
MARIUS KARABACZEK

Is there a feasible alternative to the existing system of accelerated competition         ( zero growth economy ) . And if so – how to manage the transition to such a system economically and politically.  A review of the international discussion.

December 6th
Inequality of wealth existing between states: decreasing; steady or widening? The various gauges used to address this question
FILIP ANDREAS

Systemic causes of world – inequality. World Systems Theory; Dependenzia Theory.- proven or disproven by data?? International organizations  and institutions to address these “systemic causes”: trade preferences – WTO, UNCTAD,  IPO???, 

The “Millennium Development Goals”: targets  - results

MARUSIC DRAGANA

Official Development Assistance -  ODA; statistical analysis of past trends 

Changing  “fashions”  in the assumptions/theories underlying ODA

The effectiveness of ODA; Recent controversy ; and its base in reality
Other capital flows to and from poor/poorer countries ( portfolio capital and Foreign Direct Investment ). Trends and consequences. 

December 20th

Inter – state and intra – state conflicts: the trend over the last 100 years; and over the last 50 Years
Armies, armament and defense expenditures   since 1989. 

An overlook and assessment of the history of arms control and disarmament

The future of wars

Military power, newly emergent powers and their military might. May we return to an era defined by military power?  Russia, the US, China, Pakistan, India, Israel 
Terrorism;  statistical evidence; types of terror; counter – strategies

JUKVENEVICIUTE GIERDE
Drugs and organized crime

STEINBACHER MARTIN

The changing focus of security policies: from thwarting threats to minimizing risks.   A new definition of security:  “human security”

Failing and failed states; international intervention in failing states. The R2P – Right to Protect. Assessment of success and failures 
January 10th
The use and usefulness of military power and the facts that determine it. Argue by using data; lessons from inter – state wars in the 20th and the 21th century

GOMEZ  JOSE

International Organizations: their legal and political nature.  Statistics; the trends. The inter – relation between globalization and the number and nature of Official International Organizations

The ”groups” supplementing International Organizations: G-20; G-8, G-70, G-24, etc 

RETTER ALEXANDRA

International NON- governmental Organizations; typology; assessment of their role and function
The notion of “civil society” – a critical evaluation; the danger of a “de- politization”
Is there such a thing as a “global polity”? Growing global commonality or increasing global dividedness? Comparative case studies; or the evidence  from internationally comparable opinion polls
January 17th
The political impact of the new ( often “social” ) media ( in this case rely on secondary literature  mostly)

DRAGINOVA ALEXANDRA

Transnational corporations: types; long term statistics; probable future trends ; 

Long term development of Foreign Direct Investments – FDI. The impact of (various types ) of Foreign Direct Investment on host states

NG NATALIA

The globalization of supply chains .
TNCs as global actors and international subjects. Formal and informal regimes governing the activities of Transnational Corporations (eg “global compact”)
Financial markets: their global  development over the last 40 years. Data to demonstrate the growing  global connectedness and interdependence of financial markets. Changes in the nature of global finance. 
Financial markets: serving the economy or exploiting it parasitically -  a survey of the more recent critical discussion; but also comparing data with the predictions of Marx and Schumpeter.  
For the next meeting please prepare a short, one page “homework  paper” that deals with one of the issues we had dealt with in the seminar since – and including – November 29th.  The paper should be based on your consultation of original sources /data.
January 24

Please hand in the “homework - papers

From national independence to global interdependence; game theoretical simulations; prisoner’s dilemma; The dilemma of collective action; 

BISKUPSKI  KAY

How to define and how to measure globalization: trade, investment, mobility, culture, information. 
The global village? Greater global conformity or greater global diversity?

Countertrends to globalization: small is beautiful; localization. Projects  for alternatives to globalization ( eg “zero growth societies”). Use secondary sources but also set them against data available. 

The changing nature of “power” as evidenced in data and historic events. De – territorialization; de – nationalization;  de- politization 
The changing paradigm: from the “International”  to the “Global”. Which data to use to verify this trend

Why  global “governance” instead of  “government”? How the two concepts differ. Elements of global governance: agenda setting, rule making, rule 
enforcement; the stake and function of the various old and new global actors.Case studies to explain the two types of political steering 
RAUTER JOHANNES

The role of states in an era of world – wide interdependence . Are states still the “anchor” of the global system? Shared sovereignty / divided sovereignty/limited sovereignty
The pecking order of states. Small states vs big states

January 31st
 The loss of hope and the disappearance of utopias ( and their substitution through dystopias ); case studies from literature and film  ( eg Margaret Atwood “Orynx and Crake” ). Common traits of some of these dystopias

ESS CORVIN

Chaos theory and the feasibility of predicting the future.  It is in the nature of complex systems that “nobody is in charge”. The “evolution” of social/ political behavior. 

Mandelbrot patterns and political science. Trends can break. Instances of such reversals ( eg the reversal of the first (  17th century ) and the second wave of globalization (in the period between 1900 and 1945 ). What caused these reversals.  Lessons to be drawn. 
Scenarios and scenario technique. Two notions of “scenarios”a) trends  that are projected into the future; b) speculations of the possibility of trend breaks: Based on data  and past experience write  two equally plausible scenarios for the year 2060 – one optimistic; one pessimistic.
The “GAIA” theory

The seminar papers should have been handed in by this date; but at the latest by the beginning of the summer - semester
