
   

 

U.S.-European Security Relations under the New Administration 
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Opening remarks: Laura Rockwood, Vienna Center for Disarmament and Non-

Proliferation (VCDNP), Executive Director 

Steven Pifer, Brookings Institution 

Angela Kane, International Institute for Peace (IIP), Vienna Center for Disarmament and 

Non-Proliferation (VCDNP) 

Heinz Gärtner, University of Vienna, International Institute for Peace (IIP) 

Moderation: Markus Kornprobst, Diplomatic Academy of Vienna 

Time: June 7, 12.30 pm 

Venue: International Institute for Peace (IIP), Möllwaldplatz 2/5, 1040 Vienna 

In his speech in Prague in April 2009 US-President Obama presented the vision of a world without nuclear 

weapons. What are the options for the US Administration under President Trump regarding nuclear 

weapons? 

Recent developments might have an impact on US-European security relations: The Preparatory 

Committee for the Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT) held its first session in May 2017 in Vienna. Two more will take place prior to the 2020 

Review Conference, which will discuss the implementation of the NPT. Currently UN negotiations are 

taking place on a treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons under international law. This first negotiation session 

showed that the 132 participating countries share a vision for a world without nuclear weapons. Austria 

was one of the initiators of this process and remains a strong supporter. 

Other issues important for US- European relations are the link between talks on conventional arms (CFE) 

taking place within the framework of the OSCE in Vienna and nuclear disarmament, as well as the future 

of the 2015 Vienna Agreement “Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action” (JCPOA) with Iran after the Iranian 

elections. 

Please register: 
https://www.da-vienna.ac.at/en/Events/MoreInformation/Id/974/US-European-Security-
Relations-under-the-New-Administration 

International Institute for Peace (IIP) 

in cooperation with the U. S. Embassy, the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna, and the Vienna 

Center for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation (VCDNP) 
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Steven Pifer is director of the Arms Control and Non-Proliferation Initiative and a senior fellow with the Center for 

21st Century Security and Intelligence and the Center on the United States and Europe at the Brookings Institution. 

He focuses on nuclear arms control, Ukraine, and Russia. A retired Foreign Service officer, his more than 25 years 

with the State Department focused on U.S. relations with the former Soviet Union and Europe, as well as arms 

control and security issues. He served as deputy assistant secretary of state in the Bureau of European and Eurasian 

Affairs with responsibilities for Russia and Ukraine (2001-2004), ambassador to Ukraine (1998-2000), and special 

assistant to the president and senior director for Russia, Ukraine and Eurasia on the National Security Council (1996-

1997). In addition to Ukraine, Ambassador Pifer served at the U.S. embassies in Warsaw, Moscow, and London as 

well as with the U.S. delegation to the negotiation on intermediate-range nuclear forces in Geneva. From 2000 to 

2001, he was a visiting scholar at Stanford’s Institute for International Studies. 

His publications include “Nuclear Arms Control Choices for the Next Administration,” (Brookings Arms Control 

and Non-Proliferation Series, October 2016); “Obama’s Faltering Nuclear Legacy:  the 3 R’s,” The Washington 

Quarterly (Summer 2015); “Bilateral and Multilateral Nuclear Arms Reductions” in the Routledge Handbook on 

Nuclear Proliferation and Policy (2015); “A Realist’s Rationale for a World without Nuclear Weapons” in “The War 

That Must Never Be Fought” (2015); 

Angela Kane was formerly the UN High Representative for Disarmament Affairs and Under-Secretary-General for 

Management in the United Nations. Angela Kane teaches at Sciences Po Paris School of International Affairs on 

disarmament issues. She is also a Senior Fellow at the Vienna Center for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation. In 

2015, she received the Order of Merit of Germany (Grosses Verdienstkreuz). In 2016 she also received the Grand 

Decoration of Honour in Gold with Star High award from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Austria. In 2016, Kane 

was appointed by United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and Director-General Irina Bokova of the United 

Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to the governing council of the United Nations 

University. Also in 2016, Kane received the Dag Hammarskjöld Medal from then Foreign Minister Steinmeier.  She 

holds degrees from Bryn Mawr College and the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies. She was 

awarded an honorary doctorate from the Middlebury Institute of International Studies in Monterey, California. 

Heinz Gärtner is Professor for Political Science. He lectures at the Department of Political Science at the University 

of Vienna, at the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna, and at Danube University. He was academic director of the 

Austrian Institute for International Affairs until 2016. He held a Fulbright Fellowship as well as the Visiting Austrian 

Chair at the "Stanford University" where he had further visiting fellowships. He won Austrian Marshall Plan 

Foundation Fellowship at Johns Hopkins University—SAIS where he had other research visits. He is editor of the 

book series "Internationale Sicherheit". Heinz Gärtner chairs the advisory board Strategy and Security of the 

Austrian Armed Forces. Among others, he is member of the editorial board of the Journal “International Politics” 

and the “World Journal of Behavioral Science“, and member of the Advisory Board of the “International Institute for 

Peace” in Vienna. He is expert for EU and Euratom programmes of the European Commission and member of the 

Panel for Fulbright Austrian Students. Heinz Gärtner received the Bruno Kreisky “Award for most outstanding 

Political Books”. Among his publications are: Engaged Neutrality: An evolved Approach to the Cold War (ed.), 

2017. Eine transformative Präsidentschaft: Die USA in der Ära Barack Obama (co-ed.), 2017. Obama and the Bomb: 

The Vision of a World Free of Nuclear Weapons (ed.), 2011. 

Markus Kornprobst holds the Chair in International Relations at the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna. He previously 

taught at the School of Public Policy at University College London and Magdalen College at Oxford University. He 

held research fellowships at the Mershon Center at the Ohio State University, and the Department of Politics and 

International Relations at Oxford University. His research appears in leading journals in the discipline such as 

International Organization, European Journal of International Relations, International Studies Review, Review of 

International Studies, and Millennium. He is the author of Irredentism in European Politics (Cambridge University 

Press) and co-editor of Metaphors of Globalization (Palgrave). Kornprobst's research interests encompass 

International Peace and Security; International Relations Theory; Political Agency and Practical Reason; Governance 

and Diplomacy; Nuclear Non-proliferation; Crisis Management; European Politics; African Politics; Methodology. 


